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RE: PROPOSED RULEMAKING on 25 PA. CODE CH. 102: Erosion and Sediment Control and
Stormwater Management

To Whom It May Concern:

I am writing to voice my concern regarding the permit-by-rule program proposed in light of the permits
revoked for two gas drilling companies. The permit applications completed by the licensed professionals
were found to have technical deficiencies after the permits were issued by the Department of
Environmental Protection (DEP). The problems with the permits were only found after an appeal by the
Chesapeake Bay Foundation (CBF).

I have come to understand that the revoked permits had no analysis of the rate or volume of stormwater
runoff from the construction or post-construction stages. This runoff resulting from earth disturbances for
pipeline construction could pollute streams in the area. With increased interest and activity in oil and gas
drilling throughout the state, I hope that we can work together to ensure that the environment and our
natural resources are not sacrificed in the process.

While the DEP requires 150 foot buffers on developments alongside Exceptional Value (EV) streams, I
hope that the DEP will also investigate the proposal to require at least 100 feet for any earth disturbing
activity alongside any stream. I believe that this is still fewer feet than is required in New Jersey.

I thank the Environmental Quality Board for the opportunity to submit my comments.

Sincerely,

jSesentative
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